
Bruce Gilden
American, b. 1946

Bruce Gilden’s childhood in Brooklyn en-
dowed him with a keen eye for observing 
urban behaviors and customs. He studied 
�V�R�F�L�R�O�R�J�\���� �E�X�W�� �K�L�V�� �L�Q�W�H�U�H�V�W�� �L�Q�� �S�K�R�W�R�J�U�D�S�K�\��
�J�U�H�Z�� �Z�K�H�Q�� �K�H�� �V�D�Z�� �0�L�F�K�H�O�D�Q�J�H�O�R���$�Q�W�R�Q�L�R�Q�L�¶�V��
�¿�O�P�� �%�O�R�Z���8�S���� �D�I�W�H�U�� �Z�K�L�F�K�� �K�H�� �E�H�J�D�Q�� �W�D�N�L�Q�J��
night classes in photography at the New York 
�6�F�K�R�R�O���R�I���9�L�V�X�D�O���$�U�W�V��

Gilden’s curiosity about strong characters and 
individual peculiarities has been present from 
�W�K�H���E�H�J�L�Q�Q�L�Q�J���R�I���K�L�V���F�D�U�H�H�U�����+�L�V���¿�U�V�W���P�D�M�R�U���S�U�R-
�M�H�F�W�����Z�K�L�F�K���K�H���Z�R�U�N�H�G���R�Q���X�Q�W�L�O���������������I�R�F�X�V�H�G��
�R�Q�� �&�R�Q�H�\�� �,�V�O�D�Q�G���� �D�Q�G�� �R�Q�� �W�K�H�� �L�Q�W�L�P�D�F�\�� �R�I�� �W�K�H��
�V�H�Q�V�X�D�O�����I�D�W���R�U���V�N�L�Q�Q�\���E�R�G�L�H�V���V�S�U�D�Z�O�H�G���D�F�U�R�V�V��
�W�K�H���O�H�J�H�Q�G�D�U�\���1�H�Z���<�R�U�N���E�H�D�F�K�����'�X�U�L�Q�J���W�K�H�V�H��
early years Gilden also photographed in New 
Orleans during its famous Mardi Gras festival. 

In June 1998 Gilden joined Magnum. He re-
�W�X�U�Q�H�G�� �W�R�� �K�L�V�� �U�R�R�W�V�� �V�S�H�F�L�¿�F�D�O�O�\�� �W�K�H�� �V�W�U�H�H�W�V�� �R�I��
�1�H�Z�� �<�R�U�N�� �&�L�W�\���� �Z�K�H�U�H�� �K�H�� �K�D�G�� �E�H�H�Q�� �Z�R�U�N�L�Q�J��
since 1981. His work culminated in the pub-
�O�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���)�D�F�L�Q�J���1�H�Z���<�R�U�N�������������������D�Q�G���O�D�W�H�U��
�$�� �%�H�D�X�W�L�I�X�O�� �&�D�W�D�V�W�U�R�S�K�H�� ���������������� �J�H�W�W�L�Q�J�� �H�Y�H�U��
�F�O�R�V�H�U�� �W�R�� �K�L�V�� �V�X�E�M�H�F�W���� �K�H�� �H�V�W�D�E�O�L�V�K�H�G�� �D�Q�� �H�[-
pressive and theatrical style that presented 
the world as a vast comedy of manners.
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